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The Case
Against Israel

Struggle and L ose, Struggle and Win!

By RON JACOBS MICHAEL NEUMANN

"Some readers, some scholars may protest this
writer's method of departing from academic
"objectivity," and rooting enthusiastically for the
coal miners. That is too bad."

Imagine yourself in a tavern or diner somewhere near Blair

Mountain in West Virginia. It's a Saturday afternoon and the
television at the bar is quiet for a change. Football season is
over. You're sitting at the table with a couple older fellows, one
of whom is telling a story. The guy talking introduced himself
when you sat down at his table as William C. Blizzard, Jr. The
story he's telling is his daddy's and it's all about the miners
and their battle for a union in these parts. It's a great story
and he's not telling it with any pretense at objectivity. William
C. Blizzard is a union man through and through, just like his
father was. Furthermore, Mr. Blizzard isn't joking when he calls
the story he's telling a battle, because that's what it was. With
guns and everything. Just to add a little more atmosphere you
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take advantage of an interruption in William C. Blizzard's story
to walk over and take a look at the jukebox. Maybe there's
something good on there. By the time you get back to the
table--after choosing fifty cents worth of songs--Blizzard is
relating how the term redneck came about.

According to the story, miners who were in the union (the
union of course being the United Mine Workers of America-
UMWA) or sympathetic to it wore red bandannas tied around
their necks so that other miners and their families could
differentiate friend from foe. Hence the name redneck.
Wearing that red kerchief opened one to all kinds of abuse by
the forces of law and order, private and public. It's not like
there was really much difference between the two, however,
seeing as how the coal operators and owners ran the entire
state of West Virginia. Some things don't change very much,
do they?

The story being told in the scenario mentioned above is now
available to the reading public. Some fifty years after it was
published as a serial in the national union newspaper of the
1950s, Labor's Daily, Mr. Blizzard has finally released his
history of the great 1921 battle for Blair Mountain and the
struggles leading up to that showdown. Although at least two
other books exist on the subject, Blizzard's When Miners March
is the only one told by a participant. Indeed, it was the
author's father, Bill Blizzard, that is known as the unofficial
general of the union forces that had finally had enough of the
capitalist forces arrayed against the West Virginian coal miners
and picked up arms against the coal operators' army. For this
role, he ended up facing several charges, with the charge of
treason being one of them. Never ones to hide their
sympathies, Mr. Blizzard and his father together relate a
gripping story of individual hardship and group solidarity in the
face of what can only be termed inhuman brutality and
malignant neglect.

Underlying the individual misdeeds and local conspiracies of
the private detective forces and their mine owning bosses is
the greater conspiracy of monopoly capitalism. Ranging from
mass evictions of striking miners and their families to racist
attacks and murder, many of these deeds are vividly
described. Although the conspiracy of capital alluded to above
is harder to pinpoint, its evil acts are of greater substance and
longevity. William C. Blizzard details some of how this
conspiracy worked in the early twentieth century when he
describes the machinations of US Steel in the coal mines of
southern West Virginia and its boardrooms in Pittsburgh, PA.
The dollars saved and profits recorded in Pittsburgh became
lost jobs, mine accidents and anti-union activity in the Boone
County, West Virginia. The only difference between that time
and now is the names of the corporations, their size, and their
public relations. In case one needs an example, let me remind
you of the recent explosion and death of twelve miners at the
Sago mine in Talmansville, West Virginia. That mine was
owned by Anker Coal Group until it was bought out by an even
larger conglomerate known as International Coal Group. Both
corporations ignored several dozen safety warnings and
citations, preferring to pay the relatively small fines instead of
bringing the mine up to code. If nothing else, this proves that
perhaps the major difference between the days of the Bill
Blizzard and today is that government is even cozier nowadays
with the coal mine owners than they were back then. (As | was
proofing this review news came over the wire about another
fire in another West Virginia mine, with two miners
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unaccounted for).

Essentially an oral history on paper, When Miners March is the
story of the birth of the UMWA in West Virginia. It is also a
study of the reality of capitalism and its toll on those who work
in its sphere. It's about men who believe in the the possibilities
of human solidarity and other men who succumb to greed and
power. It is a testimony to the power of the idea that everyone
deserves a safe workplace, a decent wage, and the life such a
wage buys. Most importantly, this book is an inspiration to
those who still believe that those things are worth fighting for.

To order When Miners March, send $24.00 to:

A.C.S.
229 Birtrice Road
Gay, WV 25244

Ron Jacobs is author of The Way the Wind Blew: a history of
the Weather Underground, which is just republished by Verso.

Jacobs' essay on Big Bill Broonzy is featured in CounterPunch's
new collection on music, art and sex, Serpents in the Garden.

He can be reached at: rjacobs3625@charter.net
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Sam Bahour_
Turning the Page in

Palestine, Again

Macdonald Stainsby
What's Behind Paul Martin's

Broadside Against Bush?

Bill & Kathleen Christison_
Let's Stop a US/Israel War

on lran

Website of the Day_
Deconstructing the
Democrats

December 28, 2005

Jeffrey St. Clair
The Worst Day of Ted
Stevens' Life?

Lila Rajiva_
Operation Romeo: Lessons
on Terror Laws from India

Amira Hass_
The Humanitarian Lie

Joshua Frank_
Let the Drilling Begin: Iraqg's
IMF Loan

David Swanson_
Leaking Top Secret Lies

Richard Thieme_
High Time for Torture

Paul Craig Roberts
Three Books to Wake You Up

Website of the Day_
Conyers Report:
"Constitution in Crisis"

December 27, 2005

Evan Jones
Whither the National Guard?

Uri Avnery_
The Peretz Shuffle
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Mike Whitney_
Pop Goes the Bubble!

Gideon Levy_
Dusty Trail to Death

David Swanson_
Kurt Vonnegut: a Man

Without a Country

Norman Solomon_
NSA Spied on UN Diplomats

During Push for Invasion of
lraq

December 26, 2005

Lawrence R. Velvel
The Usurpers of Our

Freedoms

Lance Olsen_
The Toughest Challenge for

Intelligent Design

Ben Terrall_
No Holiday Compassion for
Haiti's Political Prisoners

Scott Boehm_
Santa Drove a Bulldozer

Charlie Ehlen_
A Vietnam Vet's Appraisal of

Bush

Tom Kerr_
The Atheist Dad at

Christmas

December 24/25, 2005

Aleander Cockburn
The Year of Vanished

Credibility

James Petras_
Iran in the Crosshairs:

Israel's Deadline

Ralph Nader
Talkin' About the "I"-Word

Lila Rajiva_
Horowitz's New Project:
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Begging for Brownshirts

Fred Gardner_
Dialogue with the DEA

Ron Jacobs_
When Impeachment was

Taken Seriously

Dave Lindorff_
Xmas Games for a Gitmo

World

Gary Leupp_

Happy Birthday Mithras!:
the True Meaning of
December 25th

Saul Landau_
Bush's Year in Review: a

Report Card from Santa

John Chuckman_
A Christmas Tale for

Bushtime

Dr. Susan Block_
Merry XXX-mas!

St. Clair / Vest / Pollack /
Donnelly_
Playlist: What We're

Listening to This Week

Poets' Basement_
Holt, Jones, Landau, Ross
and Albert

Website of the Weekend_
Merry Xmas, From the
Beatles

December 23, 2005

John Ross
The Corrido of Death Row:

Mexico Ends the Death
Penalty

Chris Floyd

Gospel Truth: Bush
Hypocrisy, Radical Holiness
and Woody Guthrie

Lawrence Mishel / Ross
Eisenbrey
The Economy in a Nutshell
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Ron Jacobs: When Miners March

Joanne Mariner

Bringing Torture into Court:
the Loopholes in McCain's
Bill

Eric Johnson-Debaufre
The Trew Law of Free

Democracies?

Ray McGovern_
Cheney the Bully;
Rockefeller the Coward

J. L. Chestnut, Jr.
What White America

Doesn't Hear

Website of the Day_
BB King: What I've Learned

This Year

December 22, 2005

Ingmar Lee

The Citizen's
Metamorphosis: | Awoke an
Object of Suspicion

Elisa Salasin
Classrooms in Cages

Christopher Brauchli_
Absolut Bush: "I Swear to

Upturn and Rear End the
Constitution of the United
States"

Robin Blackburn_
Rudolf Meidner, a Visionary

Pragmatist

Evelyn Pringle_
Dan Olmstead, Autism &
the Dangers of Thimerosal

Amira Hass_
A 14-Year Old's Prison

Journey: "l Refused and He
Hit Me"

Francis A. Boyle_
Irag and the Laws of War:

US as "Belligerent Occupant™

Stew Albert
The Spies Who Thought We

Were Messy
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Website of the Day_
How to Reach a Human

Voice

December 21, 2005

Paul Craig Roberts
One Nation, Under
Prosecutors: Presumed

Guilty

Lila Rajiva_
A Short History of Radio
Free Iraq

Joshua Frank_
Nancy Pelosi's Truth

Dave Zirin_
The Bray of Pigs: Bush
Nixes Beisbol Cubano

Ramzy Baroud_
US Image Problem Rooted

in History, Not Media

Sonia Nettnin_
Connect the Dots: Decoding
Bush's Mumbo Jumbo

Ben Saul_
Torture as Calculated Policy

Jonathan Cronin_
Anniversary of a
Handshake: Cherry-picking

History in Iraq

Patrick Cockburn
Irag Election Spells Total

Defeat for US

Website of the Day_
Nixon on Presidential Power

December 20, 2005

Jackie Corr
Natural Gas: a Montana

Tragedy

Earl Ofari Hutchinson
Nothing New About NSA
Spying on Americans
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Ron Jacobs: When Miners March

Michael Donnelly_
"Eco Terrorism": Cui Bono?

Gian Paulo Accardo_
Empire of Shame: a
Conversation with Jean

Ziegler

Pierre Tristam_

Trifler, Fibber, Sophist, Spy:
How Bush Flouted the
Constitution

Norman Solomon_
The Foulest Media

Performances of the Year

Sen. Robert Byrd_
No President is Above the

Law

Dave Lindorff

Missing Black Boxes in WTC
Attacks Found by
Firefighters, Analyzed by
NTSB, Concealed by FBI

Website of the Day_
FBI's Spy Files: Got Yours
Yet?

December 19, 2005

Mike Marqusee
The Global War on Civil

Liberties

Gary Leupp_
Feds Ask Student: "Why are

You Reading that Little Red
Book?"

Ron Jacobs_

The Antiwar Movement, the
Democrats and the
Delusions of Bushworld

John Blair_
Stealing the Golden Shovel:

Lessons on Civil
Disobedience

Gideon Levy_
Sadism at the Qalandiyah

Checkpoint
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Ron Jacobs: When Miners March

Kevin Zeese
The Global War on Civil

Liberties

Missy Comley Beattie_
Warnings from a Military
Man and Dad

Don Santina_
Ride 'Em Brush Cutter:

Cowboy Imagery and the
American Presidency

Website of the Day_
A Call for Justice in Palestine

December 17 / 18, 2005

Cockburn / St. Clair
Time-Delayed Journalism:
the NYT and the NSA's
lllegal Spying Operation

Gabriel Kolko
The Decline of the American

Empire

Susan Alcorn_
Texas: Three Days and Two

Nights

Werther
The Democrats are an

Impotent and Tolerated
Opposition Party

Ralph Nader_
The Senator Without Guile:

Proxmire of Wisconsin

Patrick Cockburn_
Counting Ballots and Bodies

in Baghdad

Fred Gardner_
When Prosecutors Deceive:

Did the Feds Frame Bryan
Epis?

Dave Lindorff_
Spy Scandal Far Larger
Than Just NSA

Ned Sublette
Essence is Gasoline

Lee Sustar_
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The Class War Economy

Jason Leopold_
Did Karl Rove Destroy
Evidence in Plame Case?

Laura Carlsen_
Report from Hong Kong:

Deciphering the Language
of Globalization

Jeff White_
Teacher Fired for Talking

About Peace?

Ray McGovern_
Torture Between the Lines

Chris Floyd_
Pale Fire: the White Death

of Fallujah

William Loren Katz_
Remembering the First
Quagmire at Xmastime:
Zachary Taylor vs. the
Seminoles

Rose Miriam Elizalde
Mashenka and the Bear: a
Tale for Our Time

Greg Moses_
Pinter's Provocation: Self
Love in America

Heather Gray_
Privatizing the Social
Contract

Alison Weir_
My Bethlehem Experience:

the Sequel

St Clair / Walker / Pollack
Playlists: What We're
Listening to This Week

Poets' Basement_
Landau, Engel and Albert

Website of the Day_

At Least Homeland Security
Believes that Mao Still
Matters

December 16, 2005
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Tom Kerr
CNN's Goddess of

Vengeance: What's Not to
Love About Nancy Grace?

Mark Engler
The WTO in Hong Kong: Is
Market Access the Answer

to Poverty?

John Bomar_
When Ollie North Came to

Hot Springs

Patrick Cockburn_
Irag Votes; Now What?

Pierre Tristam_
Irag, Ourselves

William S. Lind_
The Fine Art of Withdrawal

Cyril Neville_
Why I'm Not Going Back to
New Orleans

Robert Jensen_
Monkey See, Monkey Do:

Reason, Evolution and
Intelligent Design

Saul Landau
Bolivian Democracy and the
US: a History Lesson

Website
CounterPunch & Dr. Price

Vanquish Anthropologist
Spies

December 15, 2005

Oren Ben-Dor
The Ethical and Legal
Challenges Facing Palestine

Stan Cox
"Agroterrorists" Needn't

Bother

Joshua Frank_
Organic Inconsistencies:
Federal Food Politics

Ben Terrall_
Waivers for State Terror:
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Bush and the Indonesian
Generals

Patrick Cockburn_
Silence Descends on

Baghdad

Monica Benderman_
What Peace Needs

Walter A. Davis_
Fear and Loathing in San

Quentin

Vijay Prashad
Qur Torture Problem

Website of the Day_
Hourly Wages After Four

Years of "Recovery"

December 14, 2005

Patrick Cockburn
Iran Poised to Win Iraqi
Elections

Paul Craig Roberts
Lethal Developments

Lawrence R. Velvel
A Bore Called Bob: On

Trying to Read Woodward

Wayne Garcia_
The Summer of Sami

John Sugg_
Preach Peace, Sami; Get
Truthful Prosecutors

Gary Leupp_
Bush and the Constitution:

"Just a Goddamned Piece of
Paper"

Ray McGovern_
Torture: a Defining Moment

Alan Maass_
They Murdered a
Peacemaker

April Hurley, MD_
NPR Swallows Bush's
Guestimate on Iraqi Dead

Kevin Alexander Gray_
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Richard Pryor's Mirror on
America

December 13, 2005

Stephen T. Banko, |11
Heroes

Patrick Cockburn
America's War So Far: 1000

Days of Getting It Wrong

Laura Carlsen_
What's at Play at the WTO

Karl Grossman_
Nuclear Routlette in the

Troposhere: Another NASA
Plutonium Launch

Niranjan Ramakrishnan_
The Original Sin

Kevin Zeese_
Report from the

International Peace
Conference in London

Norman Solomon_
At the Gates of San Quentin

Michael G. Smith_
Ending the Death Penalty

Stew Albert_
California Killers

Bob Dylan_
Song for Tookie: George
Jackson

Phil Gasper_
California Murders Tookie
Williams: a Report from San

Quentin
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Boot Hill
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Paul Craig Roberts
The Defenders of Torture

Lawrence R. Velvel_
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George the Disconnected

Jessica Stewart_
My Husband is at the Gates
of Gitmo

George Bisharat_
Busharon: a Fusion of Like

Minds

Nate Mezmer_

Killing Tookie Williams: If a
Black Man Dies in America,
Does It Make a Sound?

Earl Ofari Hutchinson_
Richard Pryor Wasn't Crazy

Alison Weir_
My Bethlehem Experience

Seth Sandronsky_
Thank You, Richard Pryor

Patrick Cockburn
Iraq: the Beginning of the
End

Website of the Day_
Wrestling for Peace

December 10 / 11, 2005

Alexander Cockburn
All the News That's Fit to

Buy

Landau / Hassen_
The Condemned of Nablus

Ralph Nader
The Widening Wasteland of
American Media

Linn Washington, Jr_
The Philly Media and

Mumia: When They Don't
Bash, They Ignore

Bill Christison_
Apathy, US Culpability and
Human Rights Day

Mike Ferner_
The Courage of Jim Loney

Elizabeth Schulte
Abortion and the Bush Court
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Neve Gordon / Yigal Bronner_
Murder in Jerusalem

Linda S. Heard_
Saddam's Trial:

Grandstanding in the
Theater of the Absurd

Ingmar Lee_

A Kayak Journey to
Vancouver Island's Wildest
Forest

Ray McGovern_
Lies, Torture and the Six
Blind Mice

John Chuckman_
Torture and White

Phosphorous: the Moral Hell
of Condi Rice

John Ryan_

An Honorary Degree in
Child Sacrifice?: Madeleine
Albright and US Foreign

Policy

Dick J. Reavis_
From Waco to Baghdad

Christopher Brauchli_
Bush's Hired Pens

Behzad Yaghmaian_
Trapped at the Gates of the

European Union

Aseem Shrivastava_
The Winter in Delhi, 1984

John Ross_
Bushlandia in Black and

White

Ben Tripp_
War, What is It Good For?

St. Clair / Pollack / Vest /
Despair_

Playlist: What We're
Listening to This Week

Poets' Basement_
Hassen, Bear Dogq, Ford,
Mickey Z, Albert & Engel

Website of the Week_
Burn a Brick for Bush
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Linn Washington, Jr.
Roots of Gitmo Torture Lie

Close to Home

Dave Zirin / Mike Stark
On Seeing Wesley Baker Die

Patrick Cockburn
Blair Tries to Cover Up $1.3

Billion Iraqi Theft

Alexander Cockburn_
Murtha Returns to Attack;

Flays Bush

Lila Rajiva_
Shooting the Mentally llI

Gary Leupp_
White House Liars on the

Defensive

Jason Leopold_
Rove Running Out of
Answers, Time

Bruce K. Gagnon_
So These Are the

Democrats?

Andrew Cockburn
Meet Rahm Emmanuel, the
Democrats' New Gatekeeper

Website of the Day_
"X-mas Time for Visa"

December 8, 2005

Kathy Kelly
Blessed are the Merciful in

Baghdad

James Petras
The Venezuelan Election:

Chavez Wins, Bush Loses

(Again)

William S. Lind_
Questionable Assumptions:
Dissecting the Stategy for

Victory

http://www.counterpunch.org/jacobs01212006.html (29 of 35)1/26/2006 6:26:00 PM


http://www.counterpunch.org/washington12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/washington12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/zirin12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/patrick12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/patrick12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/cockburn12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/cockburn12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/rajiva12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/leupp12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/leupp12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/leopold12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/leopold12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/gagnon12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/gagnon12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/andrew12092005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/andrew12092005.html
http://www.creditcardreform.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/kelly12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/kelly12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/petras12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/petras12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/petras12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/lind12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/lind12082005.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/lind12082005.html

Ron Jacobs: When Miners March

Laura Carlsen_
The Strange Mission of

Vicente Fox: Free Trade and
Mexico

Justin Akers_
Bush's Border War

Thomas Graham, Jr_
A Nuclear Pearl Harbor in

Outer Space?

Norman Solomon_
Rumsfeld's Handshake Deal
with Saddam

Tariqg Ali / Robin Blackburn
The Lost John Lennon

Interview

Website of the Day_
Pigs at the Trough of War

December 7, 2005

John Ryan_

Dershowitz vs. Chomsky: a
Review of the Harvard
Debate

Gary Leupp
Suicide Before Dishonor in

Occupied Iraq

Fran Quigley_
How the ACLU Didn't Steal
Christmas

Jeremy Brecher / Brendan
Smith
Bush War Crimes: the Posse

Gathers

Joshua Frank
Bird Dogging Hillary

William W. Morgan_
Rendition, Torture and

Democracy

Dave Lindorff_
A Stunning Win for Mumia
Abu Jamal

Patrick Cockburn_
Saddam: "Come Visit My

Cage"
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Harold Pinter_
Art, Truth and Politics: the

Nobel Lecture

Website of the Day_
Witnesses to Torture

December 6, 2005

Ron Jacobs
No One is lllegal; No One is

an Infidel

Patrick Cockburn
Inside Saddam'’s Trial: Tales

of the Human Meat Grinder

Yifat Susskind_
Death, Politics and the

Condom: African Women
Confront Bush's AIDS Policy

Mike Whitney_
How Greenspan Skewered

America

Pat Williams_
Public Land Should Stay
Public

Paul Craig Roberts
Condi to Europe: Trust Us

Website of the Day_
Debunking Woodward

December 5, 2005

John Walsh
The Lies of John Edwards:

What Did the Democrats
Know and When Did They
Know It?

Brian Cloughley
The Poor Dead: the Relative

Value of Human Lives

Mokhiber / Weissman_
The Corporate Crime Quiz

Robert Jensen_
How Big Money Eviscerates

the First Amendment
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Norman Solomon_
Hidden in Plane Sight: US

Media Ignores Irag Air War
Plan

Peter Rost, MD_
An Open Letter to the

Justice Department: Pfizer
May Have Violated Federal
Laws When They Fired Me

Lila Rajiva

The Torture-Go-Round:
CIA's Rendition Flights to
Secret Prisons

Website of the Day_
National Day of Counter-
Recruitment

December 3 /7 4, 2005

Alexander Cockburn
The Revolt of the Generals

Lawrence R. Velvel
Irag, Brains and Lies

Rev. William Alberts_
The Forgotten Christmas
Story: Saying No to King
Herod

Saul Landau
Latino Troops Have Parents

Ralph Nader
Consumerama

Paul Craig Roberts_
Don't Confuse the Jobs
Hype with the Facts

Mike Whitney_
Blood Feast: Celebrating
Executions in America

Allan Lichtman_

The DelLay Scheme:
Blatantly Buying Our
Government

Dave Lindorff_
A Sudden Rush for the Exits?

Brian Concannon, Jr._
Haiti's Elections
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Fred Gardner_
Oregon NORML Honors

Growers

Manuel Garcia, Jr._
On Freeing the CPT

Carol Wolman_
Remembering the 60s

St. Clair / Vest / Walker /
Pollack_
Playlist: What We're

Listening to This Week

Poets' Basement_
Albert, Engel and Orloski

Website of the Weekend_
Free the CPT

December 2, 2005

Stan Goff
An Open Letter to Congress

from a Veteran and Military
Dad

Mike Ferner_
Beware lraqgization: Melvin

Laird, Vietham and
Christmas Bombings Over

Baghdad?

Christopher Brauchli_
Bush's Constitutional

Kamikazes: Padilla's No-Win
Dilemma

Niranjan Ramakrishnan
Questions for the President

Manuel Talens_
The Chavez Theorem

Peter Phillips_
Death By Torture: Media
Ignores the Hard Evidence

J.L. Chestnut, Jr.
Alabama's Taliban: Judge

Roy Moore, Preachers and
Dixie Hypocrisy

Website of the Day_
Support the Hampton

University Peace Activists!
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John Walsh, MD
The God Gaps

Ron Jacobs_
Hard Rain: Toward a
Greater Air War in Iraq?

Jenna Orkin
EPA's Latest Betrayal at
Ground Zero

Joshua Frank_
Howard Dean's Blunt
Message: Forget Palestine

Tiffany Ten Eyck_
Rank and File Resistance to

Delphi

Missy Comley Beattie_
Home on the Range: Where
the Fear and the Animus

Play

Eli Stephens_
The Reed and Kerry Show

Elaine Cassel_
A Government Game of

"Gotcha'" with Jose Padilla
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Rare Erotica
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