When Miners
March Revisits
Battle of Blair
Mountain

In the early 19505,
William C. Blizzard, son
of Bill Blizzard, the leg-
endary UMWA leader in
the 1921 Battle of Blair Mountain,
serialized his account of West Virginia coal miners

A Hero of Our Times

In the pantheon of 20th Century labor leaders, few
improved the lives of so many as United Auto
Workers (UAW) President Walter Reuther. Putting
the World Together—My Father Walter Reuther: The
Liberal Warrior by his daughter, Elizabeth Reuther
Dickmeyer, charts Reuther’s remarkable career,
from his early efforts in Detroit to organize the
American automobile industry, to leader
of the UAW, to a supporter of
the merger between the
AFL and the CIO,

in an obscure labor publication. Half a century later, to civil rights ac-

readers can relive the turbulent history of the region in tivist. Along the

When Miners March: The Story of Coal Miners in West Vir- way, Dickmeyer

ginia (349 pages). From the earliest mining in Wheeling paints a very personal
(1810) and the Kanawha Valley (1817) to the formation of portrait of this leading

the UMWA and the early struggles of John L. Lewis, this champion of social jus-
seminal work, now in book form, touches on the land- tice. To get a signed copy,
mark events in West Virginia that shaped the laws and reg- send a check or money
ulations affecting every American miner today. This is a order for $25 (including $5
must-read for anyone interested in the history of coal shipping and handling)
miners and the UMWA. Order it for $24 from the pub- payable to LivingForce Pub-
lisher, Appalachian Community Services, Gay. WV 25244. lishing, PO. Box 564, Lake

Orion, WI 48361.

Northern NJ Mines Depicted in
A Mile Deep and Black as Pitch ey

No one can speak more eloguently about life and work
in the coal fields than a rank-and-file miner. In her '
search for authenticity, Carrie Papa, a zinc miner’s {
daughter, took down the accounts of dozens of
miners to create A Mile Deep and Black as Pitch: An
Oral History of the Franklin and Sterling Hill Mines. THE CRY OF
At one time, the two Sussex County, N J., facilities THE MINER

employed more than 2,000 UMWA members, but

the last of the operations shut down in 1986. In : iy ke
her 378-page book. Papa chronicles the lives
and times of 34 narrators living in company A Lyﬂcal View Of
towns, while comparing their working condi- ; AT
tions, pay, social expectations and other fac- Miners’ Lives

tors with miners and their employers in other

patts of the country. The book opens a window on the award-winning poern set to music, A
everyday life of miners and their families, and discusses the legacy of B 5 rding is available for

mining today and in the future. A Mile Deep and Black as Pitch is available for 4106 PatticiaRatn Sudorin 156

}?24'.95 nationwide and from the publisher at McDonald & Woodward Pub- Neville St.. Dominion, N2:BLG 106,

lishing Company. http//www.mwpubco.com/ordering htm, 800-233-8787 Canada. 902-849-3700.

(U.S.); in Canada, University of Toronto Press, www.utpress.utoronto.ca, '

800-565-9523.

The Cry of the Miner is an international



